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The Pastor's Pen

by Ron Smith
THE GREATEST THING IN THE WORLD

' What comes to your mind when the month of February is mentioned? Probably Valentine's

Day! Though not an official business or bank holiday, it keeps the candy companies, Hallmark,

and florists afloat for a good portion of the year. Every year we celebrate this romantic holiday

by giving small tokens of affection to those we love. All of us can recall school days when we
. sent valentines to our classmates and received a handful in return.

Many of us might not realize that St. Valentine gave the ultimate gift, his life, for the love of
Jesus Christ.

Valentine was a Roman priest. In about 270 A.D. he was caught helping other Christians
escape the persecution of Emperor Claudius II. Claudius had ordered his Roman subjects to
worship twelve gods. Because Christians would not acknowledge his gods, the emperor made it
illegal to be a Christian, or even to associate with them. Offenders were given the death penalty.
Valentine was caught and brought before the emperor. He had almost succeeded in converting
Claudius to Christianity when the chief magistrate of Rome began to complain, "The Emperor is
being led astray! How should we give up what we have believed from infancy?"

Claudius was embarrassed and demanded that Valentine be placed in the magistrate's custody
until he decided what to do with this troublesome priest. Valentine prayed aloud, asking God to
enlighten the magistrate's whole family. The magistrate responded with a challenge, "If your
God can bring light to my blind daughter, I will do whatever you tell me to do!"

Valentine prayed over the daughter. Suddenly she could see! When they realized only the one
true God could perform such a miracle, the entire family became Christians. However, the
emperor had decided by this time to have Valentine beheaded. Nothing the magistrate could
say or do would change Claudius' mind.

It is said that on the eve of his execution, Valentine wrote a letter to the magistrate's daughter.
In it, he encouraged her to remain close to God. He signed the letter, "from your Valentine."

continued on next page
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Valentine became a martyr just outside of Rome on February 14, 270 A.D. He was beheaded near a gate
that was later named Porta Valentini in his honor. Pope Julius I built a church over Valentine's tomb in
350 A.D. February 15th marked the annual Roman festival of Lupercalia. A day for lovers, it was
celebrated by the young who drew names from a box for partners. The partners exchanged gifts then
often continued to see each other and marry.

In 496 A.D., Pope Gelasius changed the pagan Lupercalia feast day to St. Valentine's Day, February 14.
In the 17th century Edmond Rostand's drama, Cyrano de Bergerac was based on the life of Savien Cyrano
de Bergerac, a French soldier, satirist, and dramatist. During the play Rostand writes, "Cyrano
desperately loves the beautiful Roxane, but agrees to help his rival, Christian, win her heart" by writing
tender love letters for him to give Roxane--risky since Cyrano was also smitten with the lady. (Even
today those who want to send a moving missive but lack communication skills can order a love letter
from letterlover.net for $50.)

God sent the ultimate valentine in Jesus Christ.

God demonstrates his own love toward us,
In that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)

Near the end of the New Testament in the book of I John, the apostle reminds us:
In this is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his son to be a propitiation for our
sins. (I John 4:10)

The Scripture is replete with heaven-sent valentines communicated by the One who loves us to the very
end. This message comes to us regularly and often--not just in the month of February.

It is not enough, however, that God loves us and we love Him. It is also important that we love one
another.
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. (I John 4:11)

In a month that we think about love, hear again the Good News.
For God so loved the world that he gave his only unique Son that whosoever believes in him should
not perish but have everlasting life. (John 3:16)

Know that you are loved by God. There is absolutely nothing that you can do that will make God love
you more than He does right now. At the same time, there is absolutely nothing you can do that will
make God love you any less than He loves you right now. Once we come to be embraced and are
grasped by that love, we cannot help but love Him and love others in return. May the love of Christ
draw you to God.

An Object of His Grace, °
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Aoout Us

In the Hospital ...

First Presbyterian Maitland Good Tidings

Our thoughts and prayers are with those recently in the hospital:
Larry Campbell Taylor Derrick
Ruth Laughlin Ellie Lipsit
Frank Moore Don Parsons

Bob Brumfield
Betty Kimbrel

Angie Tolle

Christian Sympathy...
Christian Sympathy is extended to Elizabeth Miller, on the death of her husband,
Charles Miller, on January 19, 2011 and to friends and family of Dr. Robert Hackler,
who passed on December 30, 2010.

_0ur Newest Members!
)

Colling

Susan
Covington

Deadline for your announcements
and articles for the March issue of

Jill and Joe
Weinsteln

= Please introduce yourself and make them feel welcome! <

(vood Tidings is Monday, February 21, 2011,

www.fpcmaitland.org / 407-644-3455



The Gift of Life Report

BLOOD DRIVE:

Sunday, February 6th, 8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Give an early "Valentine," give from the heart......donate to Save a Life!

/~ Our monthly Blood Donor Story: N\

On June 24, 2001, Micah Anderson's parents heard the words no parent should ever hear,
"your son has been in a car accident and might not make it." Those words preceded eight
agonizing days of seeing their son in a coma. Doctors said Anderson may never recover
and if he did he would probably be severely brain damaged. Fortunately, Anderson came
out of the coma with no lasting side effects and left the hospital after three weeks. He

< needed two or three units of blood following the accident and attributes his survival to the >
blood donors who gave so selflessly. Prior to the accident Anderson donated blood a couple

of times, but wasn't consistent. Now he donates every 56 days in Bonita Springs, Florida.
Anderson says taking a few minutes of your time to donate blood can mean a lifetime to
someone in need. He says people he didn't know and people he will probably never meet
saved his life and he hopes to do the same for someone else in need. By the time Anderson
reached age 27 he donated blood more than 30 times. /

-

Communication Notes o's,

_Qé

¢ Got a new email address? WEBUPDATES

¢ An FPCM event to promote? ¢ Do you Chair one of the Ministry

¢ A column for the Newsletter? Groups?

¢ Anarticle for the Weekly Email? ¢ Do you want to make your event more
¢ Something to post on Facebook? clear on the church website?

¢ Do you have Marketing ideas?
All'such info should be sent to Abbie VanDenBerg,

the Publications Administrator of the church. Doug Child is the Volunteer Webmaster
Her contact information is: for FPCM.
avandenberg@fpcmaitland.org Contact him at:

407-644-3455 x305 webmaster@fpcmaitland.org
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() Presbyterian Women Notes

¢ Please remember to collect cancelled stamps and Campbell’s Soup labels for the Duvall Home. Just drop

them in the baskets on the shelves in the Narthex.

¢ Calling all FPCMaitland members with college students: PW would like to know if you have a child in
college and the school address, as each Circle will be assigned a few students to periodically send holiday
cards, birthday cards, and words of encouragement.

¢ S.0.S. (Spirit of Service) meets the fourth Wednesday of each month to prepare tray favors for Meals-on-
Wheels. All supplies are furnished. If you are interested in assisting this ministry, please contact Georgie
Santos at 407-786-4975.

¢ Presbyterian Women is made up of seven Circles, whose purpose is to pray and study the Bible together;
support the mission of the church; work for justice and peace; and build an inclusive, caring community of
women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. and witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom.
Circles meet September through May during the second week of the month at various locations. If you are
interested in joining a Circle, please contact Jill Cohen at 407-862-6979.

Hospitality News

On February 6, join the entire congregation in Fellowship Hall at 10:30 to
thank Mary Allen Singer for her service to our church, and love for our Youth.

/ Love is in the air February 13 - for Valentine's Day and Youth Sunday! Plan to
join us all morning in Fellowship Hall for special Hospitality treats.

/ The next Souper Sunday is February 27. We are making Vegetable Beef and Tomato Basil soup. Itis $6
a quart and 1s available in the kitchen window in Fellowship Hall.

Mark your calendars now for Saturday, March 5... Jazz Under the Oaks! On Saturday evening, Chuck
Graham and his band will be playing under the oak trees between the Family Life Center and the
Sanctuary. Bring a blanket (or chairs), a picnic supper, your friends and family and plan to enjoy the
music! Hospitality will have Ice Cream Sundaes for dessert! We'll get started around 5:30 pm.

/ Also add March 20 to your calendar as the first Pot Luck lunch of the year. It starts at noon in the
Family Life Center and we are (belatedly) celebrating St. Patrick's Day. So what should you
bring??? Something Irish, something that starts with the letter "S" or something that starts with the letter
"P." Stew, salad, pie, pimento cheese... We should have quite the assortment to choose from, and won't
that be fun!

L)

www.fpcmaitland.org / 407-644-3455
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Meet Our Volunteers
A monthly

EIOige MaCKag is one of our substitute look at the

receptionists. She has been married to George for 59 people behind
years, and they have three children—two sons and one the scenes at
daughter—Mary Ann Garner of our congregation. She
taught history and English in middle school, Bible in
elementary school, and is an ordained elder and deacon.

FPCM!

Eloise has been active in PW and held many positions over the years. She
worked in personnel for many years doing payroll, benefits, unemployment,
worker’s compensation, and public liability in a corporate setting.

She now enjoys retirement with time to travel, garden, read and play bridge.

Llﬂda gewal‘ d I was raised in Minneapolis, Minn. 1 attended the

University of Minn. for two years intending to be a nurse. When I fell and hurt my
back I was advised that nursing would be too physically taxing. I couldn’t settle
into anything else so I went to work in an office.

I moved to Florida when I was 24, and have never regretted it. I worked and played
for a couple of years before I met Ed and got married. I acquired a 12-year-old
stepdaughter when I got married, and later had a son, T.J. I now have 4
grandchildren. Unfortunately, Ed died of cancer in 1990.

I worked for Chrysler Corporation for 28 years, first as a clerk, than as head of the
clerical department, later in customer service, and finally as an executive assistant.
After I retired, my friend and neighbor, John Jackson, asked if I could do some
secretarial work for him. Ten years later, I am still working for him part time. Yes,
he is the same John Jackson who was Associate Pastor here in the 1970’s.

I was asked to name the things I am involved with here in the church. I started adding them up and decided
there were too many to list. I have been a member here for close to forty years, and I just want to say that
my church is the source of my emotional and spiritual strength, and my church family is the source of much
of my social life.

gue gfewa P d was born in Indianapolis but grew up in Toledo, Ohio.
Sue graduated from Rollins College where she met her husband Skip. Her family
followed her to Winter Park. She and Skip were married for 52 fabulous years.
They have two children, Steve and Betsy who were raised here at FPCM and four
wonderful grandchildren.

Sue has been a member since the early 70’s. She is in a Circle, is Resource
Coordinator, makes communion bread, and enjoys bridge, ushering and knitting.
Sue recently started volunteering in the reception office among her many other
church interests.

Her hobbies include golf, tennis, travel and her four teenage grandchildren!

The Spirit of Maitland
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First Presbyterian Maitland Good Tidings

Mary-Allen Singer: The Exit Interview

What were your first thoughts when accepting the Youth Director job?

I was at a juncture in my life where I knew I was facing a career change. I had
been praying for God to point me in the right direction and told God, "T'll do
anything, just tell me what." So when the Youth Ministry Group offered me the
job and I accepted my first thought was, "What have you done, Mary-Allen? 3 ,
You don't know anything about Youth Ministry!" My second thought was, &
"Dear Jesus, I'm going to need you to lead me on this new adventure." '

What surprised you most about the position?

I knew that the youth would be amazing, but I had no idea how diverse their
talents and interests were.

Was there a time that you had doubts about your effectiveness?

Yes, pretty much every Sunday. I never felt like a "normal teen" growing up; I always felt more
comfortable hanging out with adults than my peers. So each week I would face doubts about my ability
to connect and provide relevant messages.

How did you find your way back?

In my office I have a piece of art work that has Saint Benedict's quote,
“Listen and attend with the ear of your heart.” Every time | doubted my effectiveness 1'd enter in prayer
and try to pay attention with the ear of my heart. I'd try to listen to where the movements of God were
leading me, and I'd try to listen to where the needs of the youth were.

What was the greatest thing that happened to you because you were the Youth Director?

Being in the position meant that I was able to work with members of the church who I otherwise
wouldn't have. This was a lot of fun for me and really became a great gift of opportunity.

Who would you like to thank by name who helped/supported you the most?

Man, if this were the academy awards the music would play and they'd have to pull me off the stage
because my thank you list would be so long! I have been overwhelmed with the amount of support from
every corner of this congregation. It is obvious that FPCM values the youth of this church.

How did your personal relationship with God change during this time?

My relationship really transformed from knowledge about God to a personal relationship with God. God
and I, we chat all of the time now. It's really awesome.

What spiritual growth did you witness in the Youth?

One thing I realized is that Christian Education for children in this church is very strong. By the time the
youth reached 6th grade they had a very solid foundation and it was always very inspiring to see the
youth evolve into more spiritual beings. I saw them learn about God in a personal way. Very cool.

Which Youth member was the most quiet (but also part of things)?

Quiet? In youth? I'm sorry I don't think I understand the question.
continued on next page
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Which Youth member was the loudest (but still adorable)?
All of them. Usually on a long bus ride. I love it!

How does our American Culture value and not value our Youth?

It seems like as a culture we have a long way to go in this area. I believe in being an advocate for
youth. Let me assure you, there is a lot of wisdom that comes from teens and often it is dismissed or
overlooked. This saddens me. It has always been good to know that the congregation supports and
listens to our youth. As a congregation we can provide a model of collaboration that works for
furthering the goodness of God's kingdom across the ages and society.

Did you ever have a déja vu experience where you were doing something with your Youth that put
you right back to when you were a Youth?

After the 2009 confirmation class was presented to the congregation at the 9:30 service, we took a
group picture. This was a big déja vu moment for me. I still have a picture of my confirmation class
after the service in which we were presented to the congregation. Some of these people are still good
friends of mine, and I couldn't help but wonder how many of the friendships of
2009 will still be strong when these youth are my age.

‘What is the toughest part of the job of Youth Director?

For me there are two. The first is camping. I am NOT a camper! Secondly, is
camping. I am not a camper.

4 What was the most joyful part of the job?

Getting to know these youth. They will always have a place in my heart. These
teens are amazing. I am incredibly proud of each of them for their own unique
reason, and I am incredibly blessed to know them.

Happy Valentinebs Day

Registration for CE CE 6 s 812 6cliodl year began on Friday, January 28™ for
church members only. During the week of Monday, January 31* - February 4th
we will be registering children already enrolled in the CECE program and their
siblings. On Monday, February 7™ registration will be opened to the community.
Remember that registration is on a first come, first serve basis so it is necessary
that you register as soon as possible to assure your child the class of their
choice. If you have any questions or would like further information please

» contact Lynn or Linda. They can be reached at the CECE office at (407) 628-
c | | c ] E ]

1966 or email us at: cece@fpcmaitland.org

. . S=
Cen[e[[O[ Eal"y Ch||dh00d Educaﬂon Ourannuafi That 6 s spagiett éirlneér & silent auction is 'l'}"?}}
coming onFriday, February 18" at 6: 30 p. m. &E&

and the food will be fabulous! Come join us in the Family Life Center for a fun filled fammy
event! Watch for tickets to go on sale soon!

As always we invite anyone who is interested in our preschool program to stop by for a visit! We are alway:
willing to show visitors all the wonderful things that the students in our classes are ddiagschool is a

busy place that hums with excitement on a daily bagisll your family and friends about our wonderful
preschool programPlease come by for a visit and see for yourself whaC#E@E program has to offer.

The Spirit of Maitland
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1 Tuesday
6:30 a.m. -
10:30 a.m. -
6:00 p.m. -
7:00 p.m. -
2 Wednesday
; 7:00a.m. -
10:00 a.m. -
1:30 p.m. -
5:00 p.m. -
groindhogray  6:00 p.m. -
7:30 p.m. -
3 Thursday
1:30 p.m. -
7:00 p.m. -
7:00 p.m. -
5 Saturday
9:00a.m. -

Men’s Bible Study
Tuesdays with Labert
Chair Council

All Ministry Night

Adult Fitness

Quilting Group

Bridge Group

Wednesday Night Live—LOGOS Week 2
Adult Bell Choir

Chancel Choir

Senior Fellowship
Beth Moored He r e
MSO** Rehearsal

& Wlasw é 6

Volunteer Paint Project—FLC Gym

6 Sunday — Worship Services & Sunday School*

7:30 a.m. -
10:30 a.m. -
10:30 a.m. -

6:30 p.m. -

7 Monday

7:00 a.m. -

8:45a.m. -

7:00 p.m. -

8 Tuesday

6:30 a.m. -
10:30 a.m. -

4:00 p.m. -

9 Wednesday

7:00 a.m. -

1:30 p.m. -

5:00 p.m. -

6:00 p.m. -

7:30 p.m. -

10 Thursday

1:30 p.m. -

7:00 p.m. -

7:00 p.m. -

12 Saturday
8:00am. -

Blood Drive

Reception for Mary-Allen Singer
Youth Confirmation Class

E26 (Middle and High School Youth)

Adult Fitness
Prayer Group
Praise Team

Men’s Bible Study
Tuesdays with Labert
Bridge Lessons with Patty Estes

Adult Fitness

Bridge Group

Wednesday Night Live—LOGOS Week 3
Adult Bell Choir

Chancel Choir

Senior Fellowship (table games & dessert)
BethMoore0O Her e & NRlaswé 6
MSO** Rehearsal

Youth Sunday Rehearsal

13 Sunday — Worship Services & Sunday School*

8:00am. -
10:30 a.m. -
12:00 p.m. -
14 Monday
7:00 a.m. -
8:45am. -
7:00 p.m. -
15 Tuesday
6:30 a.m. -
10:30 a.m. -
4:00 p.m. -
16 Wednesday
7:00 a.m. -
10:00 a.m. -
1:30 p.m. -
5:00p.m. -
6:00 p.m. -
7:30 p.m. -

9

Youth Sunday
Youth Confirmation Class
Trustees Meeting

Adult Fitness
Prayer Group
Praise Team

Men'’s Bible Study
Tuesdays with Labert
Bridge Lessons with Patty Estes

Adult Fitness

Quilting Group

Bridge Group

Wednesday Night Live—LOGOS Week 4
Adult Bell Choir

Chancel Choir

17 Thursday
1:30 p.m. -
7:00 p.m. -
7:.00 p.m. -

First Presbyterian Maitland Good Tidings

Senior Fellowship (table games & dessert)
BethMoored Her e & Nlaswé 6
MSO** Rehearsal

20 Sunday — Worshlp Services & Sunday School*

10:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m. -
6:30 p.m. -
21 Monday
7:00am. -
8:45am. -
7:.00 p.m. -
7:.00 p.m. -
22 Tuesday
6:30 a.m. -
10:30 a.m. -
4:00 p.m. -
23 Wednesday
7:00am. -
10:00 a.m. -
1:30 p.m. -
5:00 p.m. -
6:00 p.m. -
7:30 p.m. -
24 Thursday
1:30 p.m. -
7:00 p.m. -
7:00 p.m. -

Mission Outreach Workshop on June Haiti Trip
Youth Confirmation Class
E26 (Middle & High School Youth)

Adult Fitness ~
Prayer Group " < !
Praise Team @LLI ENTS’
Session Meeting ) é}“
Men’s Bible Study

Tuesdays with Labert

Bridge Lessons with Patty Estes

Adult Fitness

S.0.S.

Bridge Group

Wednesday Night Live—LOGOS Week 5
Adult Bell Choir

Chancel Choir

Senior Fellowship (table games & dessert)
Beth Moore0O Her e & NRlaswé O
MSO** Rehearsal

27 Sunday — Worship Services & Sunday School*

8:00 a.m. - Presbyterian Women Sunday
10:30 a.m. -  Youth Confirmation Class
12:00 p.m. - PW* Council Meeting
6:30p.m. - E26 (Middle & High School Youth)
28 Monday
7:00 a.m. - Adult Fitness
8:45a.m. - Prayer Group
* 8:00a.m. Traditional in Chapel
9:30 a.m. Contemporary
11:00 a.m.  Traditional

** MSOR Maitland Symphony Orchestra
*** PW fi Presbyterian Women

www.fpcmaitland.org / 407-644-3455
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A Great Small Group
40 Days Study Subject

Love g for Lent 2011

L

See if you can fill in the blanks by referring to the scriptures below each blank.

What does Jesus say about LOVE?

WE LOVE BECAUSE

“Love comes from God...for God is love.” 1 John 4:7-8 (NLT)

“We love because God first loved us.” 1 John 4:19 (NIV)

“We know and rely on the love God has for us.”1 John 4:16a (NIV)

LOVEISA AND A

“Choose to love the Lord your God.....and commit yourself to him.” Deuteronomy 30:20 (NLT)
LOVE IS

“Let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.” 1 John 3:18 (NIV)

LOVE IS

“Dear friends, let us practice loving each other, for love comes from God and those who are loving and kind show
that they are the children of God, and that they are getting to know him better.” 1 John 4:7 ((LB)

“Practice these things and devote yourself to them, in order that your progress may be seen by all.” 1 Tim. 4:15 (TEV)
LOVE IS

“Continue to love each other with true Christian love.” Hebrews 13:1 (NLT)

“If you only love those who love you, what credit is that to you?” Luke 6:32 (NIV)

If you desire to learn more about what Jesus teaches regarding love, you are invited to participate as the entire church
community comes together to study His word. Beginning the week of Sunday, March 13, Pastor Ron Smith will preach
a series of Lenten messages from that great lyric on love, 1 Corinthians 13. You will be invited to participate in a six-
week small group which will help you live authentically, and become more like Jesus. There will be a hardbound book
with 40 daily devotionals on love prepared by Tom Holladay ($10), a DVD with a twenty minute presentations by Rick
Warren each week, and a study guide to take notes from the DVD presentation as well as a group discussion guide (both
free).

Small group sign up has begun for the “40 Days of Love.” We are seeking facilitators, small group members, and anyone
who would like to speak to the congregation regarding their previous small group experiences.

Contact Marjie McDonough at marjiemcdonough519@hotmail.com or 407-862-7407.
Watch for details in your church bulletin, In the Loop, Constant Contact, and on the Website.

The Spirit of Maitland
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First Presbyterian Maitland Good Tidings

“Kids’ Heart, the Children’s Ministry of FPCM, is founded in the love of Christ and loving one another. We
support the upcoming 40 Days of Love series being taught during Lent. Our Kids' Heart team will be
teaching, sharing and showing FPCM children the principles of love found in I Corinthians 13, as we walk
through this foundational series together.”

- Kendra Edenfield, Director of Children’s Ministry.

from

Kids" Heart

their own weekly curriculum and are invited to share with their families in the daily devotionals from The
Relationship Principles of Jesus.

Y

We also are encouraging
all families to do a daily devotional together.
Order the hardcover devotional guide
8 "The Relationship Priniciples of Jesus" now!
Just $10! Love is in the Air!!!

www.fpcmaitland.org / 407-644-3455
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8th Annual Men's Retreat

@“@ {E[hz@ M@@K@y“@ (Reamelh

s Saturdayy Mareh 12

® arealcook -out é

Cuban Style Pig Roast,
BBQ chicken, i X1 ns® &\«\ 1*!* +
and drinks \0“‘" v/ '
= an adventure...
skeet shooting
model airplanes
hiking
horseshoes
fishing _
optional overnight stay on Friddybring your Contact Bud Raike at 407862-5941,
camping gear (no meal service.) Pete Taulbee at 4083313953
® a special program or church office 4_07644—3455 x300,
on spiritual direction for men at FPCM to get more information.

Non-Profit Organization
ood Tidings "
PAID

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF MidFlorida

Permit No. 51025
MAITLAND
341 N. Orlando Avenue
Maitland, FL 32751

Phone: 407-644-3455
Fax: 407-644-2761
Website: ~ www.fpcmaitland.org

Current resident or
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