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First Presbyterian Maitlan d Good Tidings 

by Ron Smith  

New Year, New Beginnings 
  
The month of January is named after Janus, the Roman god of beginnings.  Janus was symbolized by a man with two faces-
-one looking back, and the other looking ahead.  Some people have trouble looking ahead with hope, because they keep 
looking back and moping over mistakes of the past.  Their outlook for the future is dim and their enthusiasm is 
dampened.  But there is no use "crying over spilled milk."  History is likely to repeat itself if we keep on groaning over 
failures of the old year, or continue complaining about the injustices that we have suffered in the past.  Nothing is ever 
gained by continually grieving over the past. 

 The heart of the gospel of Jesus Christ is the astonishing statement that, "In Christ we have a new beginning."  Read again 
how Paul presents these wonderful words of a fresh, new beginning: 

 "So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view.  Though we once regarded Christ in 
this way, we do so no longer.  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, 
the new has come!  All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation:  That God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
men's sins against him." [II Corinthians 5:16-19] 

 January is a great time to make a fresh start.  Competitors in track and field or swimming events want to avoid a "false 
start."   If one individual comes off the block or the diving platform early, then all of the contestants are called back to 
line up for another attempt.  A "false start" is called when one participant "jumps the gun" to have an unfair 
advantage.  Too many "false starts" will disqualify the competitor from the race. 

 Each of us has had "false starts" in life.  There have been times when we have started out in a certain direction and 
wished we could turn back and make a fresh start.  Too often, however, we simply stumble on seeking to make the best 
of a poor beginning. 

 At the beginning of a New Year, we often make feeble attempts to get on the right track.  "New Year's resolutions" is our 
name for those usually aborted efforts.  What is needed, of course, is a brand new start--a clean slate.  

  
continued on next page 
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There is a proven way to erase our "false starts" and actually begin again with a new life.  Jesus Christ explained that 
fresh start to a distinguished teacher who had come to visit him, making this startling statement:  
  

"I tell you the truth; no one can see the Kingdom of God unless he is born again."  [John 3:3] 
 

Jesus says a new life requires an unmistakable, radical transformation--a new start that compares with birth. 
  

You may have wondered about your erratic past and been dissatisfied with a spotty record.  If only you could make a 
new start.  Some of us want to "quit  smoking."  Others might want to "quit drinking."  A few might want to "quit using 
profanity."  For some of us, we want to "quit viewing images of individuals in erotic, suggestive poses or video 
screens."  For others, we want to "begin anew with a better relationship with our spouse, or perhaps our parents or even 
our children."  And many of us might want to "shed ten, or twenty, or thirty pounds."  The goal is to stop eating certain 
foods and exercise more. 

  
The gospel is not just an opportunity to simply quit a bad habit or start some new, good habits--it is an entirely new 
life.  It is like being born all over again.  It is a real fresh start.  To anyone who will acknowledge that his or her life has 
been marred and unworthy, God offers a possibility of a fresh start, a new birth and a new life.  This takes place when 
you admit your need and trust Jesus Christ, who died for your sins, and receive Him in your life as your new chief 
executive officer.  A few verses later in John, chapter three, we have the most famous verse in the entire Bible, John 
3:16: 
 

"For God so loved the world, that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life." 

That new start can be yours at the very moment you trust Jesus Christ.  The apostle Paul, writing about this, says in II 
Corinthians, 5:17: 

  
             "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation.  The old has gone, the new has come!" 

  
We can erase all of the false starts by placing our lives in the hands of God through Jesus Christ.   
A truly fresh start and Happy New Year comes from Jesus Christ. 

This is the first ºGood Tidings» issue 
to be delivered in color to members via email and in black & white using traditional 
U.S.P.S. Mail.  During the entire month of December we surveyed attending members 
at church about their delivery preferences.  If you wish to receive the ºGood 
Tidings» newsletter in a different way, please contact: 
 

Abbie VanDenBerg 

Publications Administrator, First Presbyterian Church of Maitland    

avandenberg@fpcmaitland.org 

407-644-3455 x305 
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In the Hospital é 

Our thoughts and prayers are with those recently in the hospital:  
 Larry Campbell Taylor Derrick Mary Kortz 
 Ruth Laughlin Joe Miller Frank Moore
 Glenda Morgan Louise Robertson 
    

Christian Sympathyé 

Christian Sympathy is extended to  Sarah Drummond Schell, on the death of 
her husband, Charles ºBud» Schell, on December 24, 2010; to Bill Baker on 
the passing of his father, Carl Baker, on December 18, 2010;  and to The 
Martin Family on the passing of Richard Martin on December 4, 2010. 

§ To Fred Hastings and his Men½s Small Group for donating the Thanksgiving Breakfast food items and 
their service preparing the tasty meal. 

 
§ To all church members who donated to a Santa fund to help Robert Jones as he dealt with sickness and 

lost pay in December. 
 
§ To all people who helped with the Church Pictorial Directory.  We could not have accomplished all we did 

without your help  -  from, Eloise MacKay, Sheila Oelfke, and Debbie Horn. 

§ This year½s Women½s Retreat is January 7th-9th at the Deerhaven Conference Center in Deland.  Breakout sessions include 
guided meditation, Bible Studies, pilates, art, and one based on the Retreat½s theme ºContentment in the Lord.»   

       Call 386-734-6212 for more information. 
§ The 8th Annual Men½s Retreat takes place January 15 at the MacKay Ranch.  Skeet shooting, horseshoes, model airplane 

flying, campfire communing, and a cornucopia of meat dishes from Cuban box roasted pig to venison chili will be on the menu.  
Spend all day at the ranch or camp out over Friday night¹bring your own tent.  Carpools depart the church at 7 a.m. on 
January 15.  Call Pete Taulbee, 407-831-3953 or Bud Raike, 407-862-5941 for more details 

§ The Youth Camp Out occurs the same weekend as the Men½s.  Departure is early morning of January 15th returning late 
Sunday afternoon on the 16th.  The destination is a surprise but one can expect a real excursion, good food, and a spiritual 
journey too.  Call Mary-Allen Singer for details. 

If you½d like to take that next step and 
become a member of FPCM, the next 
class is Sunday, January 16th from 
8:30 a.m. to Noon in the Church 
Conference Room.  Sign-up at the 
Welcome Center in the Narthex. 

  A Favorite Hymns Survey is being 
done my the Music and Worship 
Ministries throughout the month of 
January.  Look for an insert in your 
Sunday Bulletin to add your 
voice to the survey!!  
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Our December 5th Blood Drive , in Memory of Frank Tibbitts, was another success due to the following 21 
people who came out to support our community: 
 

John Bandy   Lou Bauerle   Carol Blevins  
Carol Card   Jim Cassady  Gail Fisher  
Junella Hildreth  Travis Howard  Susan Kinney  
Wayne Marquis  Cindy Maxwell  Jeff McLain  
Becky Memory   Connie Memory  Jim Memory  
Helen Miller   Bud Raike   Melanie Ruta  
Kris Sigle   Pete Taulbee  Charlie West  

 

We were able to collect 20 units. With each unit saving up to 3 lives, we saved 60 lives 
with one drive. Thanks to all!!! 
 
Our 2011 Blood Drives are scheduled for February 6, May 1, July 10, September 18 
and December 4.  Mark your calendars now to come out and join us in giving the Gift of 
Life . 
 
Below is another of our local Hero stories:   
 

After more than 30 years of donating blood and platelets, Steve Chase of Orlando reached 
his goal of becoming a 100 gallon donor!  Chase says he began donating whole blood about 
three decades ago, but the need for blood products became personal to him after doctors 
diagnosed a friend with leukemia.  His friend had several blood and platelet transfusions 
while trying to fight the disease.  After he passed away, Steve continued to donate platelets 
every two weeks.  He says he is thrilled to become a member of the 100 gallon club and he 
plans to keep donating for as long as he is eligible.  Steve has saved more than 2,400 lives 
by donating blood and that's why he was December's Hero of the Month.    

Give the Gift of Life! 

 

 

 

 

 

§ Got a new email address? 
§ An FPCM event to promote? 
§ A column for the Newsletter? 
§ An article for the Weekly Email? 
§ Something to post on Facebook? 
 
All such info should be sent to Abbie VanDenBerg, 
the Publications Administrator of the church.   
Her contact information is: 
avandenberg@fpcmaitland.org 
407-644-3455 x305 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

§ Do you Chair one of the Ministry Groups? 
§ Do you want to make your event more clear on the 

church website? 
§ Do you have Marketing ideas? 
 
Doug Child is the Volunteer Webmaster for FPCM. 
Contact him at:  
webmaster@fpcmaitland.org 
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Happy New Year from CECE!  

We hope that your Christmas was filled with many happy memories! 

Registration for the 2011-12 school year will begin on Friday, January 28, 2011 for church 
members only.  Beginning Monday, January 31  ̧February 4, 2011 we will be taking registration 
for church members and children currently enrolled in our program, as well as their siblings.  The 
following week Monday, February 7 - 11, 2011 registration will be open to the community. Please 
inform family and friends about our excellent program. Our four-year-old classes will once again be 
participating in the state of Florida½s state funded Voluntary Pre-kindergarten Education Program 
(VPK).  Since registration is on a first come first serve basis it is imperative that you register 
as soon as possible to assure your child the class of their choice. Call the CECE office at (407) 
628-1966 or email: cece@fpcmaitland.org if you have any further questions. 

Mark your calendars for the CECE 5th annual ºThat½s Amore» Spaghetti Dinner and 
Silent Auction on Friday, February 18, 2011.  There will be fabulous auction 
items and great food! Watch for tickets to go on sale in January and plan on joining 
us for a fun filled evening! 

Katherine E. House Nursing Florida Southern College 
Drew Palmer Medical Florida State University 

The winners of the Virginia Laubach Scholarship are: 

The First Presbyterian Church of Maitland is blessed with a large number of intelligent and talented young people. Through the 
generosity of members and friends, we are able to award scholarships to some of them.  During the 2010-11 academic year, the 
winners of the Mildred McMahan Scholarship are: 

Scott V. Horn Senior Florida State University 

Jennifer Warren Senior University of Florida 

Jacqueline R. Asfoor Junior University of Florida 

Meredith. A. Harrison Junior Florida State University 

Lindsey M. Jones Sophomore University of Central Florida 

Gabrielle Thompson Sophomore Flagler University 

Daniel P. Marquis Freshman University of Florida 

Richard J. Taylor, III Freshman University of Miami 

mailto:cece@fpcmaitland.org
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  is one of our reception volunteers.  Helen and her identical 
sister, Betsy, were born and raised in Ocala.  Helen attended Stetson University and the Gregg Division 
Medical/Secretarial Program/Northwestern  University.  She has been married to Chuck Graham for 53 
years.  They have four sons and nine grandchildren. 

At age 40, Helen decided to get back into the work force and was the Office Manager for a local physician 
for twenty-one years.  

Helen has been in a small Bible study group for many years, is a Stephen Minister, enjoys lakefront 
activities, grandchildren, and knits caps that are sent to our troops serving in Iraq. 

  is also working in the reception office.  She was born in 
Washington D.C. and started working in the Civil Service Commission as a secretary to support her mother 
and family.  Eventually Betty found herself as a White House secretary to an Assistant to a Special 
Assistant to the President and worked during the Eisenhower, Kennedy and Johnson Administrations.  Her 
first marriage brought her to Florida in 1968 and in 1971 she joined First Presbyterian Church of Maitland.   
She has a wonderful family in husband Bob, son Eric and two grandchildren.  Betty loves this church 
because of her devotion to worshiping God, the wonderful friendships she has found here, and the 
community service and activities the church is involved in.   

 

      is the Lead Volunteer Receptionist.  She grew up in Lansing, 
Michigan and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree (College of Arts and Letters) from Michigan State 
University.   Prior to her retirement in 2008, she served most recently as the Associate Stated Clerk and 
the Administrative Assistant to the Executive Presbyter for Central Florida Presbytery.  Early in her work 
life Jan managed the business office for her father½s Orthopaedic clinic in Lansing.   Her varied and exciting 
work life also included serving as a hotel auditor (in Lansing) and as Manager of Operations Accounting for 
Hospitality Motor Inns (in Cleveland, Ohio); as a print and furnishings buyer (in Maitland) for the 
purchasing division of Helmsley Hotels, Inc.; and as an administrative assistant/travel coordinator for a 
German real estate investment firm in Winter Park. 

Jan attended the First Presbyterian Church in Lansing, but it was not until she was invited to Sunday school 
by a church member at FPCM that she began attending regularly and joined our church in 1981.  She has 
served the church as an Elder, a Shepherd, a leader of clown ministry, a substitute Sunday school teacher, 
and a co-leader of a small group.  Her special interests in the greater church have been racial-ethnic new 
church development and mission work with Native Americans. 

She enjoys traveling, working in her yard, organizing things and spending time with her daughter Jennifer, 
son-in-law Steve, and grandson Konnor Oelfke. 
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also assists in the reception office.  She grew up in a suburb 
of St. Louis and earned a B.A. in Elementary Education from Grinnell College in Iowa where she met her 
Connecticut Yankee husband, Richard.  Helen taught in the elementary grades in Cedar Rapids, Iowa and 
Westport, Connecticut.  In 1971, she, her husband, and their son Gordon moved to Central Florida due to 
a job opportunity for Richard.  She has lived in the same house in Maitland since then.  When Helen½s 
husband passed away in 1987, she went back to work as a claims representative for Prudential Property 
and Casualty until her retirement.  She has been volunteering at FPCM in one capacity or another ever 
since.  Helen is also actively involved with several advocacy groups for the developmentally disabled. 

  works as a substitute reception office volunteer.  Sheila and 
Bill joined FPCM shortly after moving to Maitland in 1970.  Sheila taught Sunday School (2nd Grade) for 20 
+ years, has been an Elder, and is a Stephen Minister.  Both her children were raised and married in this 
Church.  She retired from the State of Florida Judicial System in 2008 having been the Judicial Assistant to 
a Circuit Judge in the Criminal Felony Division.  Sheila says that while on sabbatical from UCF twice to 
other universities, she missed FPCM more than anything else, and was always glad to return to her Church 
home.   

   is a substitute reception office volunteer.  She was born in 
Memphis, Tennessee, and spent her early years there until her father's business interest took the family 
first to Toledo, Ohio; later to Decatur, Georgia and ultimately Cincinnati, Ohio.  A graduate of the 
University of Cincinnati, Cheryl worked in Dallas as a legal secretary, assistant to the Director of 
Campus Crusade's Expo '72, and then for five years as secretary and assistant to Dr. Howard Hendricks 
at Dallas Theological Seminary.   

She has served as a Stephen Minister for over a decade and is an ordained deacon in the Presbyterian 
Church.  Her gifts are organization, leadership, mercy and encouragement.  While preferring to remain 
behind the scenes, she has a history of organizing and facilitating Bible Studies for younger women, beginning ministries to serve 
those who are disadvantaged, as well as a listening ear.  She has been an avid tennis player and a novice golfer. 

Cheryl and Ron celebrated thirty five years of marriage this past December 20.  Her major role is being our pastor's pastor. 
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          is the Volunteer Property Manager at the Church.  He was 
born in Clearwater, Florida and graduated from the University of Florida.  Pete was an officer in the Air 
Force for three years during the war in Viet Nam.  Afterward he worked for Sears and Roebuck for 27 
years.  During that time he moved 7 times in 15 years.  In 1972, Pete moved to the Orlando area and 
joined the Church.  In 1984 he started his own automotive and truck accessories company and built it 
up over 15 years to the largest concern of it½s kind in the Southeast.  Pete sold the company in 2000 and 
retired. 
 
Pete has been married to Ann for 54 years and they have three children (all U of F grads):  Laura 
Cassady, a member at FPCM, Bill Taulbee, a member at Orangewood Presbyterian, and David Taulbee, a 
member of Palma Ceia Presbyterian Church of Tampa.  They have six grandchildren, two of which are 
attending  U of F. 
 
Volunteering is nothing new to Pete and, aside from Golf, a favorite hobby.  He has served two times as 
an Elder, twice as Chair of the Personnel Ministry, and three times as Chair of the Stewardship Ministry.  
When asked ºWhat do you love about the Church?» Pete readily answered, 
 

ºI love the church, what it does, what it means, the people.» 
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 2  Sunday ñ Worship Services & Sunday School*  

     11:00 a.m. - Ordination of Elders  in Traditional Service 
 6:00 p.m. - E26 Parents Meeting 

 6:30 p.m. - E26 (Middle & High School Youth) 

 3 Monday  

  7:00 a.m. - Adult Fitness  
  8:45 a.m. - Prayer Group 

   7:00 p.m. - Praise Team 

 4 Tuesday   

  6:30 a.m. - Menõs Bible Study 
  6:00 p.m. - Chair Council 

   7:00 p.m. - All Ministry Night  

 5 Wednesday  

 7:00 a.m. - Adult Fitness 
 10:00 a.m. - Quilting Group  

 1:30 p.m. - Bridge Group 
  7:30 p.m. - Chancel Choir 

 6 Thursday  
  1:30 p.m. - Senior Fellowship 

  7:00 p.m. - MSO** Rehearsal 

 7 Friday 

   5:00 p.m. - Womenõs RetreatñDeland 
 

 9  Sunday ñ Worship Services & Sunday School*  

 6:30 p.m. - E26 (Middle & High School Youth) 

10 Monday  

  7:00 a.m. - Adult Fitness 
  8:45 a.m. - Prayer Group 

  7:00 p.m. - Praise Team 

11 Tuesday   

  6:30 a.m. - Menõs Bible Study  
 10:30 a.m.  - Tuesdays with Labert 

12 Wednesday  

 7:00 a.m. - Adult Fitness 
 1:30 p.m. - Bridge Group 

 6:00 p.m. - Adult Bell Choir  
  7:00 p.m. - Chancel Choir 

13 Thursday  
  1:30 p.m. - Senior Fellowship (table games & dessert) 

   7:00 p.m. - MSO** Rehearsal 

15 Saturday 

 7:00 a.m.  - Menõs RetreatñMacKayõs Ranch 

 7:00 a.m.  - Youth Camping Trip 
   

16 Sunday ñ Worship Services & Sunday School*  

 7:00 a.m. - Youth Camp Out 

17 Monday  

  7:00 a.m. - Adult Fitness  
  8:45 a.m. - Prayer Group 

  7:00 p.m. - Praise Team 
  7:00 p.m. - Session Meeting 

18 Tuesday   
  6:30 a.m. - Menõs Bible Study  

 10:30 a.m.  - Tuesdays with Labert 

19 Wednesday  
 7:00 a.m. - Adult Fitness 

 10:00 a.m. - Quilting Group   

 1:30 p.m. - Bridge Group 
 6:00 p.m. - Adult Bell Choir  

  7:00 p.m. - Chancel Choir 

20 Thursday  

  1:30 p.m. - Senior Fellowship (table games & dessert) 

  7:00 p.m. - Beth Moore òHere & Nowéó Class 

  7:00 p.m. - MSO** Rehearsal 
 

23  Sunday ñ Worship Services & Sunday School*  

 8:00 a.m.  - Kirkin Oõ the Tartans 

 10:30 a.m. - Youth Confirmation Class 

 12:00 p.m. - PW* Council Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. - Voices of Cana 

 6:30 p.m. - E26 (Middle & High School Youth) 

24 Monday  

  7:00 a.m. - Adult Fitness  
  8:45 a.m. - Prayer Group 

  7:00 p.m. - Praise Team 

25 Tuesday 

  6:30 a.m. - Menõs Bible Study 

 10:30 a.m.  - Tuesdays with Labert 

26 Wednesday  
 7:00 a.m. - Adult Fitness 
 10:00 a.m. - S.O.S. 

 1:30 p.m. - Bridge Group 

 5:00 p.m. - WNL LOGOS ñWinter Session Week 1 
  6:00 p.m. - Adult Bell Choir  

  7:00 p.m. - Chancel Choir 

27 Thursday  
  1:30 p.m. - Senior Fellowship (table games & dessert) 
  7:00 p.m. - MSO** Rehearsal 

29 Saturday  
  9:00 a.m. - PW* 23rd Annual Presbytery Gathering 

  

30  Sunday ñ Worship Services & Sunday School*  

 10:30 a.m. - Youth Confirmation Class 

 4:00 p.m. - Firefighter FavoritesñMusic Dept. Fundraiser 
 5:30 p.m. - Voices of Cana 

 6:30 p.m. - E26 (Middle & High School Youth) 

31 Monday  

  7:00 a.m. - Adult Fitness  
  8:45 a.m. - Prayer Group 

  7:00 p.m. - Praise Team 
 
 

  
                          

* 8:00 a.m.   Traditional in Chapel 
 9:30 a.m. Contemporary 
 11:00 a.m. Traditional 
 
**   MSOñMaitland Symphony Orchestra 
*** PWñPresbyterian Women 
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§ Please remember to collect cancelled stamps and Campbell½s Soup labels for the Duvall Home. Just drop 
them in the baskets on the shelves in the Narthex. 

§ Calling all FPCMaitland members with college students: PW would like to know if you have a child in college 
and the school address, as each Circle will be assigned a few students to periodically send holiday cards, 
birthday cards, and words of encouragement. 

§ S.O.S. (Spirit of Service) meets the fourth Wednesday of each month to prepare tray favors for Meals-on-
Wheels. All supplies are furnished. If you are interested in assisting this ministry, please contact Georgie 
Santos at 407-786-4975. 

§ Presbyterian Women is made up of seven Circles, whose purpose is to pray and study the Bible together; 
support the mission of the church; work for justice and peace; and build an inclusive, caring community of 
women that strengthens the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. and witnesses to the promise of God½s kingdom. Circles 
meet September through May during the second week of the month at various locations. If you are interested in 
joining a Circle, please contact Jill Cohen at 407-862-6979. 

A tradition for many years, Presbyterian Women held their Christmas Prayer Brunch 
on Saturday, December 4. Starting with a delicious breakfast by Buck½s catering, over 65 
women filled Fellowship Hall and celebrated the season. Irene Martin½s service to the 
organization was honored with a special cross.  Recognition was also awarded to:  Mollie 

Bartlett, Linda Bollinger, Sarah Chapman, Goldie Nolte, Madie Ray, Shirley Rockhill, Pat Schaper, and Mary Young with 
special prayer shawls. These women make up the Monday Morning Prayer Group who pray for members of our congregation and 
community.  Officers for the 2011 year were inducted by Mary Bell Streetman, PW Synod 
Moderator and communion was lead by Pastor Labert Altemose, who graciously served as 
the token male in the room. 

The new year will be busy as PW will host the 23rd Annual PW Gathering of Central 
Florida Presbytery on Saturday, January 29. If you would like to attend, registration 
forms are available in the Narthex. Reservations must be made by January 19, 2011. 

 The Beth Moore Bible Study Group will begin studying Here and NowµThere and Then series on 
Revelations beginning Thursday, January 20. During the 11-week study, Beth presents many 
points of view, allowing women to decide for themselves when the interpretation varies among 
scholars. She teaches that God is as specific about what He does reveal as He is about what He 
does not reveal. Classes will be held in the Fellowship Hall starting at 6:30 p.m. Come join the 
camaraderie of other Christian women. Sign up will be Sunday, January 9 and 16 between the 
9:30 and 11:00 services. Cost is $15 which includes the study guide as well as a few dollars to 
cover the cost of the DVD set. For more information, contact Kathy McLain at jpkathy@att.net. 

mailto:jpkathy@att.net
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This year for the E26 Christmas party, we loaded the bus and went to Target.   Armed with 8 shopping carts, teams of teens went 

through the store and filled the Christmas wish of eight children at New Hope for Kids. Once back at the church we had homemade 

goodies and hot chocolate. Thanks to all the "Secret Santas" who made the shopping trip possible, and thanks to all of the youth 
who really showed others what it means to give at Christmas.  

We are taking down Christmas decorations on Friday, January 7 at 9:30 a.m. if you would like to come and 
help.  Thank you again, to all those who helped put them up at Hanging of the Greens! 

 
Because of all the events at the end of January, Souper Sunday will be on January 16.  We are making Vegetable 
Tortellini, plus we have Great Northern Bean and Chili in the freezer.  Stop by the kitchen window in Fellowship 
Hall.  Soup is $6 a quart. 
 

 
Kirkin½ o½ the Tartan is Sunday, January 23 and we½ll be celebrating with all things Scottish in Fellowship Hall.  There will be 
plenty of plaids and Scottish history on display as well as scones, shortbread and lemon curd to enjoy.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
On Sunday, January 30 we will celebrate Scout Sunday with a reception in Fellowship Hall, honoring the many years 
of scouting at First Presbyterian Church.  

Don½t know what Kirkin½ o½ the Tartan is?  Loosely translated it means ºblessing of 
the tartans» or ºblessing of the families.»  It is an American worship service designed 
to connect us to our Scottish roots.  Historically, the King of England banned Scots 
from wearing their plaids in 1745.  This did not endear the Scots to the Crown, so 
they began carrying concealed swatches of their family plaid into church 
services.  When the minister gave a blessing, the clans people would touch their 
tartan as a way of committing themselves to the Lord and to Scotland.  The first 
American Kirkin½ is believed to have been held during World War II at the New York 
Avenue Presbyterian Church in Washington, DC and was conducted by a Scots pastor 
to raise funds for a mobile kitchen.  Today the Washington Kirkin½ service is held at 
the National Cathedral and is also held by several denominations including 
Episcopalians, Methodists and Roman Catholics. 
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"When beginning a marriage, we usually don't envision the many speed bumps and road blocks we will face along the journey. The 
marital relationship is the greatest relationship we can have in this world but can also be the most difficult.  

Whether you want to enhance your union with good preventative care,  address specific issues, or if you are facing 
considerable  difficulties every marriage can be enriched and benefit from further connection.  Over 8 weeks, Jeremiah Simmons 
will be helping couples of all ages grow and restore their relationships.  We invite couples in all stages of life½s journey to engage, 
encourage and be enriched.  Come and benefit from building your marriage on Wednesday's at 7:00 p.m. and participate in 
ºForming Healthy Marriages." 

Jeremiah Simmons was raised and educated in the Southeast and earned a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from the University of 
Tennessee. Following his undergraduate experience he spent several years in ministry at Cedar Spring Presbyterian Church. He holds 
both a Master of Arts in Counseling and Master of Divinity degree from RTS Orlando.  

He is in counseling practice at 110 N. Orlando Avenue, Suite 4, Maitland, FL 32751 and can be reached at 321-332-8540. 

You are probably more familiar with the Bible than you think.   The Bible is felt in the 
language we speak and experienced in our art, music and literature.  The Bible 
influences our history, our politics and our laws.   If you½re plugged-in to the culture, 
you½re plugged-in to the Bible.    Make the connection.  Read about the life you live. 
Back into the Bible, Wednesdays 7 p.m. 

Week 1:  In the Beginning  [Trinity¹art] 
Week 2:  From Paradise Lost to East of Eden [Origins¹literature] 
Week 3:  I See the Promised Land [Promise¹peacemaking] 
Week 4:  Singing By the Rivers of Babylon [Exile¹music] 
Week 5:  Witnesses for the Prosecution  
               [Prophecy¹countering the false advertising of idols] 
Week 6:  Who Do You Say that I Am? [Christ¹reality TV] 
Week 7:  City upon a Hill [Community¹heritage] 
Week 8:  After Armageddon [Revelation¹technology] 

For eight Wednesday evenings at 5:00 p.m.  beginning on January 26th: 

World Religions 201 is a course designed to have interaction with students and teachers from each of the four religions that were 
studied in the fall during WR101, namely:  Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism and Islam.  We will be able to hear a presentation from 
members of each of these religions and ask pertinent and relevant questions of them during our sessions hour-long class.   

Be sure to sign-up for these classes on the Winter WNL- LOGOS Adult registration form found in the Church Narthex. 
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First Presbyterian Maitlan d Good Tidings 

What's so great about LOGOS? 

LOGOS is so great because it helps me take a little break, have some fun, and 

focus on what is truly important.  
What happens in Youth on LOGOS night? 

In Youth, we usually have a guest speaker or speakers that tell us their story.  

Is it good it's on a Wednesday Night? 

Absolutely!  
What do you wish happened at LOGOS? What's missing? 

I don't really think that there is anything missing!  
What do adults do at LOGOS? 

Adults have dinner with us, they clean up (which is a big job considering how 

much food is dropped on the floor), and there is an adult class too. They also 

teach classes for the kids and youth.  
What do little kids do at LOGOS? 

Before dinner, kids can either play in the gym or go to arts and crafts. There is a 

class/bible study for them too.  
What theme should be used at LOGOS but hasn't yet? 

There should be a character night where we dress up as our favorite character 

from a movie or book.  
What's the greatest thing you learned at LOGOS?  

I learned a lot at LOGOS, but the greatest things I learned were things I didn't 

know about the Bible and the people and events in it.  

What's so great about LOGOS?  

It is a break between my school week, when I can relax with good food and friends.  
What happens in Youth on LOGOS night? 

We talk about personal issues and how to cope with society.  
Is it good it's on a Wednesday Night? 

Wednesday night is good, cause itõs in the middle, but a lot of youth have practice 

and other stuff.  
What do you wish happened at LOGOS? What's missing? 

I wish we had longer to eat, more youth friendly things and more free time.  
What do adults do at LOGOS? 

Cook, teach, keep order, and clean, along with mentor, and be the youths guest 

speakers, sometimes.  
What do little kids do at LOGOS? 

The little kids play games and learn about God.  
What theme should be used at LOGOS but hasn't yet? 

A music night.  
What's the greatest thing you learned at LOGOS?  

That this church is very diversified even though it may not look like it.   
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The Spirit of Maitland 

What is your #1 goal in life? 
 
Your answer to that question will reveal your dominant life value.  
Everyone has one whether they realize it or not.  It is what we 
unconsciously base our decisions on. 
 
God says that our dominant life value should be love.  Jesus said 
that of all the commandments in the Bible, two are most important: 

 
Love God with all  your heart 

& 
Love your neighbor as yourself 

 
Beginning the week of Sunday, March 13, Pastor Ron will preach a series of Lenten messages from that 
great lyric on love,  1 Corinthians 13.  You will be invited to participate in a six-week small group which 
will help you live authentically, and become more like Jesus.  There will be a hardbound book with 40 
daily devotionals on love prepared by Tom Holladay, a DVD with a twenty minute presentations by Rick 
Warren each week, and a study guide to take notes from the DVD presentation as well as a group 
discussion guide.   
 

Get prepared to travel together in getting better at what Jesus said are the most important 
commandments¹love God and love others.  Sign up begins in February. 

Tom Holladay is a teaching 
pastor at Saddleback Church in 
Lake Forest, California.  

Rick Warren is the author of the well known book  
ºThe Purpose Driven Life» and is the founder and 
senior pastor of Saddleback Church, located in Lake 
Forest, California, currently the eighth-largest 
church in the United States.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Senior_pastor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saddleback_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Forest,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Forest,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
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Dear Members of First Presbyterian, 

As previously announced, the session has called for a congregational meeting on Sunday, January 9th at approximately 10:30 a.m. 
in the Sanctuary, immediately following the Benediction of the 9:30 a.m. service. 

This meeting has been called to present and process the following business: 

1. To act on the recommendation of the officer nominating committee to elect the following nominees to serve as 
members of the nominating committee for 2011: 

Session Representatives¹Liz Doyle (Chair) and Gil Adkins 
Members at Large¹Cheryl Anderson, Pat Douglas, Jim Knutson, Helen Miller, and Rick Taylor 
 

2. To act on the recommendation of the session to re-create a diaconate, initially with twelve (12) deacons in three (3) 
classes (2012, 2013, 2014) with four (4) deacons to a class.  As needed, the session will be empowered to instruct 
the nominating committee to alter the number of deacons in the future, in order to ensure excellent care. 

3. To act on the recommendation to reduce the number of members of the session from fifteen (15) to nine (9) 
members, by attrition, beginning with the class of 2014. 

4. To hear the financial ministry group present the 2011 budget. 

Items two and three, the re-creation of a diaconate and a reduction in the number of elders, were presented and questions fielded 
at the town hall meetings earlier this fall.  However, anyone having further questions is encouraged to pose them to either one of 
our elders or one of the pastors.  We want to make sure that you are appreciative of the significance of both these 
recommendations. 

It is anticipated that the officer nominating class of 2011 will bring their recommendations and nominations to the church earlier 
in the year than in the past.  This is to allow adequate time for training.  The ministry of our deacons will be largely focused on 
caring for older members of the congregation who are widows or widowers and also single parent families.  Further, it is 
envisioned that once this work is well established, then the diaconate will likely be increased sufficiently to provide for a 
congregation-wide shepherding program. 

The work of the deacons will not replace the work of the Care Ministry Group, but rather will augment it to enable our 
congregation to more intentionally expand the excellent work that the Care Ministry Group already provides. 

Anticipating that the congregation will act favorably on these recommendations, the better part of 2011 will be used for 
preparation, training, and transitioning to begin this new work well.  The session will be more focused on extended times of 
prayer, planning and leading our congregation to greater growth and spiritual maturity. 
 
This is an exceptionally exciting time in the life of First Presbyterian Church.  Attendance, giving, and participation have all grown 
in 2010.  We celebrate God½s generosity and gracious provision for us and your faithfulness in responding to His abundance and 
blessing. 
 
An object of His Grace, 
 

 

 

 




