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W[h]@ @@@{E@[’ﬁ E’)@m@ Does It Really Pay to Trust and Obey God?

Although most of us do not admit it, all of us at sometime or another have
by Ron Smith considered turning away from God. Even priests, pastors and worship
leaders have those moments when we get confused, lose our way and
almost lose our faith. This is not a new phenomena.lt is as old as our race.In fact, there is a whole Psalm written by a
worship leader of the day describing just this situation.

In Psalm 73:12, Asaph, a temple choral leader and composer, begins with an affirmation of faith and then delivers a
touching confession: Surely God is good to Israel to those who are pure in heart.
But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; | had nearly lost my foothold.

I n Hebrew, the woorrd otinmadessibnatheckee dofvroThe pécture is this: | almost buckled; my
steps nearly slipped out from under med My s inegipgtuie alwaysis a metaphor for ethical behavior, living our
lives in conformity to Jesus Christ.| n ef fect, Asaph is wbitwang about &o00famt
from the throne of my I|ife, to take my Ilife into my own

Frankly, this is always a natural thing to do. If you take your view of life from what you see around yoii beautiful

people, prosperous people, successful pedpléhen your old nature, your sinful nature, your flesh, your natural self that
wants what you want, when you want it, where you want it, how you want it and with whom
you
want it €& well, you want to emulate that

As your eyes run down the articulate, well chosen words of Psalm 73, you see &
downward movement from taking a view of life from God to judging life from what
is going on around you:
vs 3 He envies the arrogant
vs 4 The wicked seem to prosper;
struggles or health problems(Asaph overstates the case in orde
to make his point.)

Vss 56 As a result they are proud.

vss 79 They exploit people and seem to get away with it.

vs 11 They say there is no God.

vss1314 Therefore, it doesndt seem to pay to

vs 15 He doesndt feel he can say what he rE |

he is a spiritual leader and he does not want to adversely effect thgh
less mature in the faith.

ontinued on page
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(Continued from patje

There is something wrong with a
philosophy of life that is empty, even if
it looks appealing for the
moment. Asaph does not want to
propagate the dictum that materialism
should be god. Material prosperity can
put food on the table, but it will never
give fellowship around that
table. Money can put jewels on a
woman, but it can never give her
love. Mammon can buy a beautiful
house, but it can never buy a
home. No, there is something wrong
with a philosophy of life that can give
food without fellowship, pearls and
diamonds without love, a house
without warmth and contentment.

If we take our view of life from what
we read in the newspaper, see on
television, or our computer screen and
in the movies, we too, may conclude
there is no moral governor of the
universe. The non-Christian world,
with its pomp and prosperity, has no
place for God, for servanthood, for
surrender and submission to the
Creator of the wuniverse in its
thinking. Especially for those among
us who are scrimping and trying to get
by under financial duress and distress,
quite honestly, it can be tempting to
take that first step downward. It is easy
to look at the wicked, the selfish and
those who are evil, and be envious and
even consider chucking the whole thing
and behaving unethicallyi going for
the gusto, living for the moment, doing
it your way. Envy, after all, is a sin.

In verse 16, Asaph tried to understand
everything. It was hard, laborious,
painful work to try and think his way
through it all. The New International
Version uses t he
This same Hebrew word translated
oppressive is used for the travail of a
woman in labor giving birth and of a
man digging the ground. Hard labor!

"If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God,
who gives generously to all without finding fault,

and it will be given to him."

James

Finally in verse 17, we find a
breakthrough!

Till I entered the sanctuary of God;
then | understood their final destiny.

There in church, in the sacred space
with God, in the sanctuanfi he begins
to get the big picture. He gains a larger
perspective. He catches an insight, an
eternal perspective, a correct
perspective, G dlete s
sitting in a pew, he sees the eternal
moral law giver. He learns that our
moral God transcends all time. And,
when time is finished, then moral
justice will be realized on earth.

Life does not always seem fair because
it is not fair. (My mother used to tell
me that life is not fair. Do not expect
life to be fair. The fair only comes once
a year and usually for two weeks in the
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fall). But God is good and in his time
he will bring justice to all. It is way too
easy in the rush of life to fall prey to the
thinking that because God does not do
my bidding, does not seem to be
working my side of the street, well, |
just dondt think it

This view is understandable, if we live
with the myth that God is supposed to
bepsgmesccbsréu@ genig,t@ give us all our
wishes. A more thoughtful approach
yields this bit of wisdom,
however. 0 Al | of Godos
not due and payable on a certain Friday
afternoon at 4 p.
was gained in the sanctuary for
Asaph. Spending some time with God
may just yield similar wisdom for us.

An object of His grace,

Ron
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n the Hospital é
Our thoughts and prayers are with those recently in the hospital:
Judy Anderson Paul Bailey Bill Kurtz
Bill Murphrey Betty Russell Frank Tibbitts

Christian Sympathy...

wChristian Sympathy is extended tdVayne & Nancy Marquis and Family on the

death of

N a Mary @eMaum pwthd died on May 2; to the family and

friends of Frances Stanleywho died on April 27; to Jerry & Madge Sutcliffe on

the death of

Wealge Fizgatsick mvhd dieé an May 19, 2010.

Please note: Good Tidingswill not be published for the month of July. Condensed versions of announcements may be
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Blessings from the Kitchen
The FPCMaitland Cookbook is here!

Blessings from the Kitchethe church's new cookbook, is now o
sale. Wrapped in an original cover and containing over 350 fam#
favorite and mostrequested recipes from church events through t 3
T ;’ years, the cookbook mqkes a great glft_ for fngnds relatlves and
course, yourself. Cost is $19.95 and is available in the narthe.3
I Hh II . |I 1 between Sunday services. Get your copy now! Proceeds go to
churchds general fund to furt

Unveiling & Tasting Party
May 15, 2010

Our young adults have expressed a desire to have a Christian

@ @U{I[ﬁ@ U{I experience that is relational and service oriented to help them seek to
know Christ, serve others, and s
strong friendships.

= = To meet that need, we at FPCM are starting th€ollege and Young
I:I m I:I @ I:F; Adult Ministry beginning with our first social eventSunday, June 6
from 4-6 p.m. at Aloma Bowl in Winter Park.

Ouir first service event is scheduled farhursday, June 24 from 57:30 pm.as we j oi n FPCM&s Mission
help serve dinner to those in need through the Global Outreach Mission at First Baptist Church in Bithlo. We will meet hete a
FPCM at 4:30PM and caravan out.

Then, about every other week, over the summer, we will alternate social and service events. In September, we will transition
into monthly social or service events and add weekly discipleship groups.

I f youdre interested in helping or want moyacrner@cfl.o.acomoa407- o n ,
644-2316. Bring your friends and join us as we experience life together!
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